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1. BRIGADIER 6ENERAL NGUYEN KHANH REQUESTED IMMEDIATE MEETINGWITH 
CAS OFFICER AT 1330 LOCAL 25 AUGUST AND IN HALF HOUR CONVERSATION 
PRECEEDED BY FRANK PLEA THAT REGARDLESS OF OUR ULTIHATE DECISION 

I 

WE NOT DECLARE HIS STAND TO COUNSELLOR NHU, HE PROCEEDED ALONG 
FOLLOWING LINES. 

2. Tlffi GENERALS STILL TAKING ORDERS WITHIN THE LEGAL FRAMEWQRXOF' y 

THE CONSTITUTION, EVEN THOUGH SOHE OF THEM HAVE ‘ * 

- . - > 

A HEARTACHE OVER SOME OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 
GOVERNMENT IN THE PROCESS OF RESTORING ORDER. 

3. SOME OF THE GENERALS (HE REFUSED TO IDENTIFY FURTHER, STATING 

IT WAS NOT NECESSARY TO PUT ANY OTHER HEAD OH THE BLOCK AT THIS POINT 

• w ^ ^ 

BESIDE HIS OWN) ARE HOWEVER DETERMINED TO STOP TAKING ORDERS .WOM JHt... ^ ^ 

: - ' . I? •S*’' 

POLITICIANS (QUERIED FOR DEf INITION HEjFLATELY STAtt! D ^ sWEJNMJIH |§Y» 

THE VERY MINUTE SOUTH VIETNAM'S ANTICOMHUNISI^STANB,COMES;^^S®§ifi8^;i0 . 




THESE GENERALS. NOW FEAR THAT THE POLITICIANS ARE NQG THINKIN 




;4>I*ECTI0N OF AH ARRANQEliEHT WITH THE. DRV# 





OVER RECENT IVEHTS BESIDE BLAND STATEMENTS OF DISAPPROVAL OF SOM OF 


THE INCIDENTS. KHANH NOV VANTS TO KNOW (AND SOON # HE ASKED FOR A 
REPLY BY 1530 THIS AFTERNOON VHEN HE VOULD RETURN TO PLEIKU AND VAS 
TOLD A REPLY BY THAT TINE VOULO BE IMPOSSIBLE) WHETHER THE UNITED 
STATES WOULD' SUPPORT “THE ARMY* SHOULD IT MOVE TO TAKE OVER THE 
COUNTRY. REGARDLESS OF OUR DECISION, HE REITERATED, THE ARMY WOULD 
i 30 IT ALONE SHOULD IT BECOME CLEAR THAT THE POLITICIANS WERE 
HEADIN8 FOR ANY SOFTENING ON ANTICOMMUNISM. 


5. ASKED TO AMPLIFY HE DECLINED, BUT OFFERED “AS AN EXAMPLE" 

THE FOLLOW INQ HYPOTHESIS* LET'S ASSUME THAT THE UNITED STATES DECIDES 

/ 

TO CURTAIL OR CUT AID TO VIET NANKIN ORDER TO FORCE THE N0O FAMILY 
TO TOE THE LINE, AND THE POLITICIANS DECIDE TO SEEK AN AGREEMENT WITH 
THE DRV OR EVEN WITH COMMUNIST CHINA FOR A NEUTRALISATION OF VIET NANt. 
i, if THIS WERE TO HAPPEN HE, KHANH, AND HIS 8ENERAL FRIENDS VOULD DEFIN- 
ITELY REVOLT. WHAT WOULD THE AMERICAN MILITARY, WHO HAVE F0D3HT SIDE 

BY SIDE WITH THE VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS SO FAR, DO? 

6. KHANH STATED HE HAS FOUR DIVISIONS UNDER HIS COMMAND AND HE CAN 
DO "PAS HAL DES CHOSES" QUITE A. PEW THINGS# DECLIHIHQ ONCE AGAIN TO 
NAME QENERALS ALLIED WITH HIM* HE ACCEDED ONLY TO REPLYINfl THAT WHILE 
GENERAL TRAN VAN DON IS A GOOD AND RESPECTED FRIEND, HE, KHANH CANNOT 
AFFORD TO TRUST HIM AT THIS MOMENT AND THAT GENERAL TRAN THIEN 

KHIEM IS COMPLETELY ON KHANH SIDE. 

7. THROUGHOUT THE CONVERSATION THERE WAS A STRONG PLEA FOR A VERY 
RAPID ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION BY THE UNITED STATES, TO DETERMINE 
IF ANY ERRORS HAD BEEN COMMITTED IN THE PAST AND SHOULD THIS BE 
ESTABLISHED TO BE THE CASE, PROMPT, IMMEDIATE, INTELLIGENT AND STRONG 
REMEDIAL ACTION. ASKED IF ME AND HIS GENERALS HAVE ANY PLAN FOR 


FOLLOW THROUGH ON POLITICAL PLAljE, KHANH SAID THEY WERE ONLY 
MILITARY TRYING TO KEEP THE COUNTRY FROM BEING TURNED OVER TO COMMUNISM* 
IT WAS UP TO THE UNITED STATES TO TAKE CARE OF THE POLITICAL PART. ^ 

AT ANY RATE, HE REITERATED AT THE END, THE GENERALS WOULD GO DOWN 
FIGHTING IF THE POLITICIANS NOfc IN POWER MOVED IN THE WRONG DIRECTION, 

r 

WHICH THE GENERALS NOW FEAR IS THE CASE. 


8. KHANH HAS NOT VISITED THE PALACE SINCE 20 AUG. WAS ASKED 
(DID NOT SAY BY WHOM) TO REMAIN IN SAIGON TONIGHT BUT CHOOSES/JO 
• RETURN TO PLEIKU INSTEAD. HOPES WE WILL CONTACT HIM THERE SOONEST. 
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